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The New Harvest Foundation has
awarded Mercury Players Theatre a
grant to produce Paula Vogel’s play
“the long christmas ride home”,
scheduled for June, 2007. Vogel’s
brother died of AIDS in 1988, which
has influenced her award-winning
plays that address a range of LGBT
issues. ‘Why a Christmas play in
June?’, one might ask. Vogel suggests
in the play’s preface that it not be
performed during the Christmas
holiday. “I think it’s because although
Christmas is the ‘when’ of the story,
it’s not a Christmas story per se – 
it’s a story about the love and 
permanence of family,” notes director
Pete Rydberg. Rydberg, who directed
StageQ’s 2003 sold-out run of
Terrence McNally’s Corpus Christi
(also funded by New Harvest
Foundation) serves as Artistic Director
for Mercury Players Theatre. “Most of
my productions address issues of 
family and sexuality. True Confessions
of a Go-go Girl, Chesapeake, Corpus
Christi – even Cementville in its way
revolved around how a person’s 
sexuality plays into their lives and
identities.” Rydberg approached the

New Harvest Foundation about 
helping to underwrite the unusual
expenses of such a production –
namely the design and construction
of a one-of-a-kind puppet stage, along
with more than a dozen puppets that
populate the world of the play. “The
New Harvest Foundation has made it
possible for the designers and I to
realize this show,” says Rydberg. 
“I’ve been able to hire a professional
puppet maker and set designer to
bring the visual setting of the play to
life. Few gay communities are able to
see this show due to the cost of 

producing it. But we’re on schedule –
puppets will be done by January, and
the stage will be floating on a cloud of
mist. We could not have pulled it off
without New Harvest Foundation 
support.” Paula Vogel’s the long
christmas ride home opens June 7
and runs through June 23 at the
Bartell Theatre, although it will have
extremely limited seating and the run
is likely to sell out. Tickets are available
now at www.brownpapertickets.com
keyword: Mercury Players. Visit 
mercuryplayerstheatre.com for more
information. 

www.newharvest foundat ion .org

w w w . n e w h a r v e s t f o u n d a t i o n . o r g

Please mention New Harvest Foundation to our advertisers and sponsors

New Harvest Foundations Helps
Pull Some Strings

by Pete Rydberg & Michael Mitchell 

Brides of the Moon   Photos by Colm McCarthy



New Harvest FOUNDATION NEWSLETTER Volume 18 • No. 3 • FALL/WINTER 2006 New Harvest FOUNDATION NEWSLETTER Volume 18 • No. 3 • FALL/WINTER 2006

6 3

ww
w.

ne
wh

ar
ve

st
fo

un
da

ti
on

.o
rg

It was another exciting night
of fun, friendship and
fundraising at the 3rd New
Harvest Foundation 
Bi-annual Art Auction at
Olbrich Gardens, Friday
September 22nd. The
turnout was great and the
artwork impressive as about
300 people bid on 100
works of donated art. The
generosity of artists, donors
and buyers made for yet
another successful event.

As in the past, the night
started with bidding in the silent auction on 5 tables loaded with
everything from jewelry to photographs, wood carvings to glass.  
A new feature was the “Buy it Now!” whereby a piece could be
purchased at full retail value without the threat of being outbid by
another person.  For the most part, this worked very well but may
need some tweaking.

The live auction proved to be a great success thanks primarily to
our auctioneer Richard Wildermuth.  His banter and skill at teasing
bidders to up their antes was both entertaining and rewarding.  
We thank him for his energy, ideas and talent.

In the end, the proceeds from the night were a bit below past 
years but still substantial.  We raised just over $13,000 for the
Operational Fund and that will provide a very nice boost to the 
bottom line.  And just as important, the event was a wonderful
venue for celebrating our community.  It’s always fun to see the
broad range and diversity of our guests and how they enjoy the
food, the art and each other. 

We at New Harvest Foundation want to thank our very generous
artists, donors and sponsors.  (Please see the newsletter highlights
of those who made this night possible).  

A special thanks goes to the Fargo Mansion Inn in Lake Mills for
donating a two night stay as our special door prize.

In addition, I would like to thank the Art Auction Committee, 
volunteers and board members who worked so hard to pull this
together.  You’re truly a wonderful group of people who show such
great respect for each other and this organization.  

Art Auction Scores Yet
Another Success 
by Jaime Zimmerman

Thank You to Our...
Patrons
American Family Insurance 
Home Savings Bank
Metropolitan Place- Phase II 

Supporters
Boardman Law Firm 
Hurley, Burish & Stanton, S.C. Attorneys At Law
Jeff Kramer and Jodi Pahs of Kramer Real Estate 
Wegner LLP, CPAs & Consultants 

Sponsors
Anonymous
Joseph Shapiro 
Louie Phillips & Brian Schultz 
Stonewall Nursery 
Tamim Sifri & Benjamin Sudolcan 
Tammy Baldwin for Congress 

Friends
Charles Sweet 
Collins Coaching, LLC Business and Life Coaching
Jessica Duren of Home Savings Bank 
John Beutel Morningwood Farm Nursery 
Wait Chiropractic Clinic & Dr. Wendy Wait 

A Special Thank You to...
Higher Fire Clay Studio
Gatherings
Savoir Faire Cards & Gifts
Tomboy girl
Cameo Day Spa
Eye Level Framing
Monroe Street Framing
Artist and Craftsman Supply
Gary’s Art and Frame
Pucci’s
Silver Leaf Design Gallery
Fargo Mansion Inn
Krik Kjelland & AlphaGraphics
Julie Mueller of jam graphics & design
Richard Wildermuth
Terry Watters
Septi Teodorescu
Cassandra Blaso
Kelly Doering 
Tom & Elli Wollangk
Tina Virgil
Bob & Karen Petersen
Marcia Diamond
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If you make electronic transfer donations to

the New Harvest Foundation to our account at

Summit Credit Union (this does NOT apply to

Community Shares of Wisconsin), it is extremely

important that we hear from you right away.

Due to financial security and confidentiality regulations,

we are unable to identify donors and their respective 

contributions through this financial institution.  We

need this information in order to properly acknowledge

and thank you, and so that both of us have correct

financial records under IRS tax regulations.  

Please call (608) 256-4204, e-mail us at

nhf@chorus.net or write us at P.O. Box 1786,

Madison, WI 53701-1786 Thanks!  

IMPORTANT...Please Contact Us 

Deb Nelson made a donation
IN MEMORY OF

Arlene Bates

Mallory Keener made a donation
IN MEMORY OF

Mark Heinl

Share Your Opinion 
With Us!

• What is it New Harvest Foundation does, 
in five words or less? 

• What is it New Harvest Foundation 
does best? 

• What distinguishes the New Harvest 
Foundation?

• Where does the New Harvest Foundation 
need to improve in order to do a better 
job, improve on our mission or increase 
capacity? 

• If we were to do one more thing, what 
should it be, apart from raising more 
money? 

• What skills do we need to grow, which 
organizations or people do we need to 
connect with in order to go from good
to great? 

Email us at nhf@chorus.net or write P.O.
Box 1786, Madison, WI 53701-1786 
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Ending Another Successful Year
by Linda Ketchum, Co-chair

This fall brought a wonderful harvest to New
Harvest Foundation, as well as some goodbyes.
First, the third bi-annual New Harvest Foundation
Art Auction was a resounding success. Thanks to all
of our artists, auctioneer Richard Wildermuth,
sponsors, and to those attending. While we don’t
have the final figures yet, we know that the event
will help us continue to provide financial support to
projects benefiting the LGBT community. We would
be remiss if we did not take a moment to express
our regret that the auction was scheduled for
the first night of Rosh Hashanah, we will be sure
to avoid such scheduling SNAFU’S in the future. 

This fall we were also fortunate enough to have a
number of new people join our Board of Directors.
We wish to welcome back to the Board Sande
Janagold, who previously served on the Board. In
addition to Sande, we welcome Tina Virgil, B.
Ward Holz, Melissa Dittmer, Will Heiss and Tret
Fure to the Board. We are very excited about the
new energy and ideas that all of these individuals
will bring to the New Harvest Foundation. 

We would also like to
extend a very large
“thank-you” to Linda
Van den Plas. Linda
served as the New
Harvest Foundation 
Co-Chair for four years.
Linda has been a tireless
volunteer and Chiar of
the very popular 
annual Dinner Dance
committee. While Linda
continues on our Board
we wanted to be sure
to thank her for all of
her leadership as 
Co-Chair and to wish
her well as she under-
takes her newest role as
grandma. Thank you
and congratulations!

We also want to thank a couple
of people who have left our
Board this year. First, Bill Miller.
Bill has served numerous times on
the NHF Board and continues to
be active as a volunteer and 
committee member.  Bill has
worked on the Dinner Dance
committee, Garden Walk, Art
Auction and has volunteered as
our official photographer. Faye
Ferrington also retired from the
Board this year. Faye has been coordinating our
efforts to update and maintain the NHF database
(no small task in an all volunteer organization). We
will miss Bill and Faye and thank them for their
time, energy, and talents. 

As this fall comes to an end we want to express our
gratitude for the efforts and support of all of our
volunteers, and to thank you for your continued
support. We wish you a wonderful Holiday Season
and New Year. 

New Harvest Foundation Salutes Art Auction
Artists and Donors
Artists

Michael Anderson

Maytee Aspuro y Gonzalez

Gwen Avant

Beverly Brekke Bailey

Mike Beal

Susan Beal

Larry Bevic

Donna Biddle

Clarence Camaeron

Michael Fray Childers

Romi Chiorean

Tony D'Angelo

Kathleen D'Angelo

Ron DeKok

Richard Fendrick

Fay Ferrington

Jim Fouts

Tom & Mary Ann
Germanson

Barbie Grimm

Sandra Haspl

John Hoffman

Wendy Hutton

Barbara Jenkin

Dawn Johnson

Ross Johnston

Helen Klebesadel

Odvar Klovrud

Mark Kovalan

Kristy Larson

Ellen Leggett

Linda Leighton

Shannon Mc Mahan

Richard Melnick

Debrah Nelson

Gail Nelson

Amy Newel

Daniel Loren Ostrov

Georgene Pomplun

Tom Robichaud

Mark Roeder

Michael Schael

Ann Schaffer

Janis Nussbaum
Senungetuk

Dana Slowiak

Kim Trameri

Linda VandenPlas

Babette Wainright

Kristen Walker

Terry Watters

Lee Weiss

Jennifer Welp

Johathan Wilde

Zane Williams

Bob Wimbish

Tom and Elli Wollangk

Donors

Samatha Crownover

Bruck Crownover

Joe Freye

The Guild.com

anonymous

KLN Gallery

MMoCA

Madison Opera

Madison Rep

Mercury Theatre

Milward Farrell

Michael Mitchell

Deborah Nelson

Overature Center

Bill Reinicker

Kathy Retelle

estate of ellsworth snyder

Jamie Warren

Shirley Wilde

Jaime Zimmerman
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Additional Art Auction Photo Opps...
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Advertising in the 
New Harvest Foundation Newsletter

New Harvest Foundation is offering the
opportunity to advertise in the New
Harvest Foundation Newsletter. We have a
circulation of approximately 1,200 people
and organizations. 

Advertising Costs per issue:

Full Page (7-1/2 x 9-5/8)   $200

1/2 Page (7-1/2 x 4-7/8) $120

1/3 Page Sq (4-7/8 x 4-1/2) $100

1/4 Page (4-7/8 x 3-1/2) $85

Business Card   (3-1/2 x 2) $30

10% discount for 3 consecutive issues

prepaid at time of order. Circulation: 2200

Deadlines:
Spring Issue March 15, 2007
Please send your check payable to:
New Harvest Foundation (note newsletter
ad). If applicable, include your email
address. For more information, call 
Michael Mitchell at (608) 846-2860.

TThhee  NNeeww  HHaarrvveesstt  FFoouunnddaattiioonn  NNeewwsslleetttteerr is

published three times a year by New

Harvest Foundation, Inc.  NHF, founded in

1984, is a non-profit, charitable and 

educational organization whose mission is

to empower gay, lesbian, bisexual, trans-

gender communities by providing money

for projects which nurture our communities’

strengths, pride, diversity and positive 

character for all to see.

New Harvest Foundation  

P.O. Box 1786 • Madison, WI  53701

(608) 256-4204 • nhf@chorus.net

www.newharvestfoundation.org

BBooaarrdd  MMeemmbbeerrss

James Bickers • Liz Winter Dannenbaum

Dennis Johnson • Linda Vanden Plas

Tret Fure • Will Heiss

Tina Virgil • B. Ward Holz
Melissa Dittmer

Dierdre Gruendler, Vice Co-chair
Linda Ketcham, Co-chair

Michael Mitchell, Editor, Vice Co-chair
Louis Phillips, Co-chair
John Beutel, Secretary
Judith Lee, Treasurer

Printing done at Alphagraphics of Madison
Layout & design by jam graphics & design
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Most boards of directors seem
to have two main types of 
members.  There are those who
are very vocal and noticeable in
drawing attention to them selves
and those who are less so, yet
command the quiet respect of
the entire organization.  John
Beutel is an outstanding example
of that latter individual.

John has called Dane County
home for over 35 years and was
featured in the book Farmboys,
in which he recounted the joys
and challenges of growing up
gay in southern Wisconsin farm
communities.  From his earthy
roots, John went on to obtain
his Master’s
degree in
Musical
Education and
taught high
school choral
music for
almost four decades.  His intense
work ethic as an educator
earned him an outstanding 
reputation for inspiration, 
dedication and scholarship at
Stoughton High School.  Anyone
who had the good fortune to
attend one of his many Holiday
Madrigal Dinner pageants was
treated to more than a gourmet
feast. 

Retiring in 2001, John hasn’t
slowed the pace.  He directs 
two church choirs, coaches a
home-schooled madrigal group,
volunteers as an occasional
director of the Stoughton
Festival Choir, while also 

serving as a
music talent
judge for the
Wisconsin
School Music
Association.
Not content to rest on these lau-
rels, John also dedicates his time
to two other boards, the
Stoughton Arts Council and
the Stageworks Project of
Stoughton.  He has also taught
a music appreciation class at the
senior citizen center for the past
five years.

“When asked to join the 
New Harvest Board, I felt truly
honored.  It’s been an organiza-

tion that has existed
for over 
20 years and has
made over
$350,000 in 
grants to LGBT
organizations in the

South Central Wisconsin area”
says John.  I am especially proud 
of the grants which have 
supported LGBT youth, in 
celebrating their talents and
expressions of personal identity.
Any work that assists our youth
with activities, information or
support seems really valuable
and important to me.”

John has been a generous New
Harvest Foundation volunteer 
on Board activities, most notably
as the current Secretary, but
also as chair of the Grants
Committee.  His love of 
gardening made him a natural
leader in the past two bi-annual

Spotlight on the Board:
John Beutel
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Three Orange Doors

2789 Fitchrona Road, Madison (off Nesbitt Road)
(608) 848-3336 • Hours: Tues.-Sat. 10-5, Open til 8 on Thursdays

www.3orangedoors.com
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Jewelry, Home Accents
& Antiques

KATHLEEN A. KELLY, D.D.S.

44 E. Mifflin St., Suite 204
Madison, WI 53703

(608) 256-0499
FAX (608) 256-0577

Spotlight on the Board (continued)

(continued on page 7)

We Want You!
The New Harvest Foundation is looking for volunteers
to assist with its two most important fun events in
2007.  First, we need some “party people” to assist
with our annual Dinner Dance on February 24th at
Monona Terrace.  The second event is the ever 
popular bi-annual Garden Tour in late June or early
July.  Both events can use people with a broad range of 
talents and interests—marketing skills, artistic interests,
or just plain energy and enthusiasm are all welcome.
Each is great fun and a proven way to make new
friends, while making a positive contribution.  These
events have grown steadily in popularity and 
attendance year after year. Please contact us at
(608)256-4204 and leave a message with you name
and contact info.  You can also e-mail us at nhf@cho-
rus.net.  Kindly indicate which event (or both!) you’d
like to support in your message.  Help us keep the
“unity” in the south central LGBT  community!

John is never one to
say “I’m too busy” —

he has been a 
generous volunteer.

Garden Tours.  Besides his proven enjoyment of
music, gardening, reading and cooking,  John takes
pleasure in his cat “Little One”.

“The grants made to a wide variety of arts 
organizations are also especially meaningful to me,
because the arts are for everyone and I’ve seen first
hand what that participation can do for an individual
who is looking for a place to belong”, says John.

Thank you John for your dedication and talent, 
which has been irreplaceable in helping the Board
reach and even exceed the goals it has set for itself 
in the past few years.   


